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q  Restrictive laws 
implemented by 
various governments 
in the region 

2 2016 protest prior to the enactment of NGO Law 
© The Cambodia Daily 
 



197 people 
were killed defending 
their land and natural 
resources 

struggle

exercising 
their rights in a 
“development” project. 
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Lumads demand justice 
for the killings in 2017  

© ABS - CBN 
 



q  Project-affected people forcibly displaced from their 
lands and homes; 

least equipped to cope with the 
different facets of displacement.  
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What does the ADB 
safeguards 

provide? 

ü  On July 2009, ADB approved its Safeguard Policy 
Statement which “seek to avoid, minimize or 
mitigate adverse environmental and social 
impacts”.  

ü  It recognizes the need to strengthen the Country 
Safeguard System (CSS).  

ü  It recognizes adherence to the prerequisites for 
“equivalence” and “acceptability” assessments.” 
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Gaps on safeguards 
delivery 
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q  Ensure caution when using CSS ensuring that the high ADB standards are 
properly safeguarded and systematically strengthen the CSS (IED, 2016) 

q  The subject of complaints on information; consultation and 
participation represent 14% and 13.5% respectively ranking as third and 
fourth main issues (ADB). 

q  Lack of any disclosure and reporting gaps in FI private sector projects; 
q  Increase in Category B projects to avoid more stringent environmental 

and social assessments; 
q  Poor quality of information with regards to environment, resettlement and 

indigenous peoples issues pre – project approval; 
q  Lack of clear response on project monitoring by ADB on safeguards 

with almost non – existent on site field visit by ADB safeguard staff. 



What the  
ADB must do? 
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Prioritization by 
recipient governments 
on the basis 
environmental and 
social well – being of 
communities affected 
by ADB – financed 
projects. 

Strengthening of 
country 
environmental and 
social safeguards 
and local capacity; 
and focus on the 
implementation of 
safeguards. 

Upward 
harmonization of 
strong environmental 
and social safeguards 
policies across the 
range of development 
banks. 



Real development does not violate 
human rights.” 

— A Community Action Guide to the ADB: How to Use ADB Safeguard 
Policies to Protect Your Human Rights, 2013   
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