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HASAN ALI 
105 Criminal Cases 

Madhupur Sal Forest Area 

SULTAN MALLICK 
34 Criminal Cases 

Khulna, Bangladesh 

RANJIT BAWALI 
11 Criminal Cases 

Jessore, Bangladesh 



CRIMINAL? 



Hasan Ali is a community leader of Madhupur Sal Forest area. 105 
cases were filed against him after he joined the Indigenous Peoples 
Group and started protesting ADB’s Social Forestry Project in 
Madhupur. Now he cannot sleep in his own home for fear of arrest 
and has to visit court at least 10 days every month. 

Sultan Mallick was a peasant leader. He protested the Khulna 
Coastal Embankment Rehabilitation Project (KCERP) and later 

KJDRP due to the faulty design of the projects. Despite ADB’s 
Evaluation Department conceding to the truth of their arguments, 

Sultan had 34 cases against him when he died in 2013. 

Ranjit Bawali is a farmer and popular singer. After being adversely 
affected by water logging for a decade, he started protesting the 
KJDRP (Khulna Jessore Drainage Rehabilitation Project). There 
are 11 cases filed against him. 



What are the cases against them? 

•  Illegal Assembly 
•  Preventing of Government 

Officials from discharging their 
duties 

•  Illegal Breach of Embankment 
•  Illegal Felling 
 

All they did was speak up for their community, their environment, 
their culture...  



But the Constitution confirms... 

Every citizen shall have the right to assemble and to 
participate in public meetings and processions peacefully “ 

Article 37-38 : The Constitution of Bangladesh 



Special Powers Act... 

If Government is satisfied with respect to any association 
that there is danger that the association may act in a 
manner or be used for purposes prejudicial to the 
maintenance of public order it may direct the association 
to suspend its activities. 

“ 
Section 19 (1) : Special Power Act 1974 (Amend) 

Most times, the act is imposed on protesting people 



ICT Act 2006... 

“ 
Section 57 (1) : ICT Act 2006 

21 Journalists and 126 Bloggers jailed under this Act 

If any person deliberately publishes or transmits or 
reads... any material which is false and obscene... creates 
possibility to deteriorate law and order, prejudice the 
image of the state, person or organisation, then this 
activity will be regarded as an offence. 



Country systems are misused to 
harass and criminalise  

these whistleblowers for the 
environment and human rights. 



•  Immunity 
•  No Political Space 
•  No protection Whistleblower 
•  Who are safeguarded? 



This is not just the story of Bangladesh. It’s the same in 
many countries. 



So, you are leaving those people behind 
who are indirectly supporting you to be 

just, equitable and sustainable 

? 


