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Asian People’s Platform on 

Principles, Standards and Safeguards in Development and Climate Finance 
 

Preamble 
 
Every year billions of dollars are being poured into “development” policies, programs and 
projects.  And yet these financing has not resulted in any improvement in the lives of our 
peoples nor advanced lasting and sustainable solutions to the multiple crises that have further 
intensified their suffering.  Instead we have witnessed and fought against harmful impacts on 
our communities, our economies and the environment, and the perpetration and reinforcement 
of the very causes of the problems they claim to address. 
 
The World Bank,  the ADB, the UN and the governments of wealthy countries, and even many  of 
our governments in Asia are all pushing the  narrative that poverty is decreasing due to the 
growing spread and deepening of free market capitalism with the help of “development finance.”  
They sell the illusion that development will soon be a reality despite indicators that clearly show 
inequality is increasing, and that our peoples’ resilience and our planet’s health are fast 
approaching breaking point from massive human and environmental abuse and devastation 
caused by a global economic system that idolizes profit.   In recent years, they have aggressively 
stepped up the push for private sector and private finance involvement in development and now 
climate finance, programs and projects resulting in greater corporate capture and deeper 
financialization of  public goods and essential services,  the commons and nature. 
 
Like an earthquake’s unfinished final crash where some remaining tectonic shifts have yet to 
occur, the global economy is once again showing signs that more impending economic 
disturbances are about to happen. The total world debt (public and private) has reached 212 
percent of world GDP last September.  The stock market was already about to fall since the 
middle of 2013.  Another round of housing bubbles are threatening to occur in several countries 
in Europe.  Domestic bank loans are skyrocketing in China. Any of these can generate another 
string of bankruptcies, sky-rocketing inflation, debt crises, and deep recession.   
 
Meantime, climate change is rapidly escalating. The latest science confirms that the impacts, 
present and future, are far worse than previously projected. Despite the fact that the window of 
time for preventing planetary catastrophe is quickly closing, governments’ pledges for emissions 
reductions and climate finance continue to be ridiculously short of what is urgently needed.  
Instead they persist in peddling false solutions which claim to address climate change but are 
actually profit-making schemes which undermine people’s rights and increase their 
vulnerability to climate change. 
 
Despite the fact that majority of the world’s governments have signed and ratified the universal 
declaration of human rights and various international conventions aimed at ensuring people’s 
enjoyment of their social, economic and cultural rights, the systemic violations of such rights are 
happening and those who seek to stand up against violations are criminalised and crushed. 
Corporations, financial institutions and may governments are operating with impunity against 
peoples’ rights to control and have access to the commons, to preserve community resources 
and protect people’s livelihood. 
 
In the face of multiple crisis --  saving the system rather than changing the system has been the 
predictable response from the world’s elites, their corporations, and the governments and 
institutions they dominate.   
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More than ever, we are determined to fight against the onslaught on our communities, our 
people, the commons and the environment, to fight against the dominant “development” 
paradigm, to fight for social transformation at all levels – local, national and global  - for a just, 
equitable and sustainable world. 
 
This involves challenging and compelling governments, inter-governmental institutions, and 
public institutions (local, national and global) to deliver on their obligations to protect and 
ensure the fulfillment of our individual and collective rights and place the well being of 
communities, peoples and the planet above private profit. To this end, and building on decades 
of struggles and campaigns along these demands, we declare out intention to fight for the 
following principles, standards and safeguards in the context of development and climate 
finance and the operations, transactions and policies of all institutions involved public and 
private. 
 
Years and decades of peoples struggles and strong assertion for basic fundamental rights to 
usher in a democratic system has led to a rights based framework consisting of a set of core 
human rights which are enshrined in constitutions of various countries, international covenants 
and agreements. These core rights form the backbone as well as the driving force behind 
upholding the peoples democracy. 
 
In an operational form this rights based framework facilitate safeguarding the interests of the 
people ushering in a participatory democratic system by the people, of the people and for the 
people.  

 

Safeguard Principles 
1. Individual and collective rights 

1.1. Rights to life, livelihoods and natural resources of livelihood-based communities and 

marginalized groups must be promoted, protected and fulfilled.  These include access, 

control, management and governance by communities of these sources of their 

livelihoods. 

1.2. Rights to land, forest, coastal and marine resources should be protected. 

1.3. Human rights due diligence. This includes identification of all potential negative 

impacts on human rights, evaluation and categorization based on these and other social 

and environmental risks. Social impact assessment utilizing the human rights framework 

as a benchmark and including all relevant human rights-related issues and indicators  

1.4. The right to cultural integrity- Cultural and indigenous knowledge should be 

respected and promote traditional practices. 

 

2. Do no harm 

2.1. Development projects must, by default, not displace farmers and fishers and other 
affected communities and if displacement cannot be avoided, proper resettlement 
plans with just compensation must be given. 

2.2. Respect for traditional, customary and local rights and laws must be recognized and 
respected 

2.3. Do no harm to the Ecosystem and Biological diversity which people and life system, 

local livelihood depend. 
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2.4. Policies, actions and financing should not harm or impoverish communities.     

 

3. Peoples Sovereignty and self determination  

3.1. Community-driven development agenda and priorities must respect all 

development interventions.  The voices and priorities of the communities must be the 

basis of development prioritization, and people should be the center of development.   

3.2. There should be a primacy of national and local policies that protect the rights and 

resources of people over – customary rights, traditional community rights; primacy in 

consistent with the internationally accepted norms and standards. 

3.3. People should have the right to say no to the project in any stage of the project if 

environmental and social impacts are detrimental.  

3.4. Collective bargaining and freedom of association should be ensured. 

 

4. State obligations including Extra territorial obligations 

4.1. Accountability of public and private institutions including transparency and ensuring 
public genuine and meaningful participation of communities at all levels of state 
administration and governance. 

4.2. Right to information, including access to information, clear communication strategies 
of project proponents and public disclosure. 

 

5. Integrity of the ecosystem and environmental and the principle of the commons 

5.1. Right to defend from pollution and hold polluters accountable should be make key 

principle. Environmental cleanup; right to know about the potential risk of pollution; 

environmental impacts; conditions of licenses for industries should be treated as key 

conditions. 

5.2. Demand for the restoration of ecosystem should be a right of the community 

5.3. Environmental insurance required for the firms before implementing any project 

5.4. Community should have the right to veto if there are harmful impacts to the greater 

society over local benefits. 

 

6. Security of people and communities 

6.1. Right to peaceful and non-violent existence.  Militarization and use of state 

enforcement agencies (police, military and para-military forces) against communities 

and for the benefits of private investments and enterprises must be eliminated. 

6.2. Security of the people who are fighting for their rights which included frontline 

communities, human rights / environmental rights defenders, whistleblowers should be 

ensured. 

6.3. Recognition and compliance with UNDRIP as an obligation of states, and emphasizing 

the principles of right-to-self-determination (RSD)  

 

7.   People empowerments, people as subject of development, people participation 

(FPIC&D) 

 
7.1. Communities should be informed, given adequate spaces and opportunities to 

participate in decision-making up to the satisfaction of the community.  
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7.2. Free, prior and informed consent (FPIC) must be made obligatory to all communities, 

whether IPs or non-IP and implementation of genuine and meaningful free, prior and 

informed consent (FPIC).  The FPIC also includes the right to say no or reject any 

development project 

7.3. Adequate social impact assessments of development projects must be ensured, 
prioritizing the “least impact option”, with clear impact management plans.   

7.4. Application of early Safeguards is must and at the conceptualizing and feasibility stage 
of loans and investments. 

 

8. Inclusion, non-discrimination and equity 

8.1. Right to equality and non-discrimination.  Social and economic benefits of any 
development project must be equal to all members of society, regardless of identity, age, 
race, disability, gender and Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Expression (SOGIE).  
Non-discriminatory and affirmative inclusiveness of all vulnerable and marginalized 
sectors must be made explicit and obligatory in all policies, projects and financing of 
development.  
 

9. Gender justice 

9.1. Gender Inclusive in all levels, i.e. disclosure of information; consultation and 

participation, planning and budgeting etc. 

 

10. Transparency, accountability, freedom from corruption 

10.1. Hold the development financers accountable and liable to the environmental laws 

and safeguards. 

10.2. IFI immunity should not be allowed when the communities are facing negative 

impacts and right violations due to the act of such institutions.  

10.3. Right to be free from corruption should be ensured 

 

11. Respect and recognition of international conventions 

11.1. Internationally accepted conventions need to be complied  
11.2. Compliance with all four (4) ILO Core Labor Standards and decent work. 

 
12. Shifting to low carbon and equitable resilient systems and societies, addressing the 

impacts of climate change including vulnerable communities 

12.1. Climate vulnerable communities should be treated according to the justice 

principles and they should be provided facilities to make them climate resilient/ adapt, 

adequate direct finance, reparation mechanism to claim loss and damage. 

12.2. Communities and Countries affected by climate change should be freed from 

international debt.  

 

13. Financing in the service of peoples rights and people development and resilient and 

sustainable system welfare 

13.1. Regulation of private investment must be in place and implemented and should put 

primacy to the interest of communities. 

13.2. Exclusion list of projects for all financial institutions, which prepared based on public 

opinion, should be made available to the public and implemented. 
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Operational 
A. There should be judicial space/mechanisms if these principles are not accomplished 

to remedy and redress. 

B. Rights of affected communities must include substantial procedural remedies 
C. Empowering communities with mechanisms for communities to demand safeguards; 

empowering local government to implement and monitor including decentralization 

D. Strengthening the local institutions including local authorities; traditional decision 

making bodies  

 


