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NGO Forum on ADB is an Asian-led network of civil society organizations that monitors
the Asian Development Bank’s projects and policies, and support communities and
local groups to fight for justice and good governance.

Vision

Campaigning for good governance, accountability, and social and environmental justice
for the Asia and the Pacific.

Mission Statement

The NGO Forum on ADB is an Asian-led network of civil society organizations (CSOs),
based in Asia and the Pacific Region, that support each other to amplify their positions
on the ADB’s policies, projects, programs, and projects affecting life forms, resources,
and constituents - the local communities.

Our Objectives are:

To stimulate public awareness and action and consequently develop closer working
ties with other Asian Peoples Organizations (POs), Non-Governmental Organizations
(NGOs) and other public interest groups on issues related to the Asian Development
Bank
To develop a cohesive framework and overall strategy for the campaign on the ADB
in coordination with partner NGOs and community-based organizations
To sharpen public debate and understanding of the basic issues on the Bank’s
growth-oriented development paradigm and centralized top-down development
strategies vs. a poverty reduction-focused and grassroots-based and sustainable
development model
To study the development models adopted by the Bank and offer policy and
institutional reforms and other alternatives for the Bank
Assisting local communities to achieve social and environmental justice through
fighting for good governance, accountability and safeguard

Forum at a Glance
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International Convenor’s Statement

The Asian Development Bank (ADB)
believes that “poverty is an
unacceptable human condition” and
has made it the core foundation of the
Bank’s poverty reduction policies and
strategies since 1999.  However, the
ADB’s operations and practice have
often contradicted its intentions.

The ADB has continuously funded
questionable and problematic projects
that often lead to environmental and
social damage on a larger scale.
Recently, the ADB has also become
increasingly supportive of massive
infrastructure projects (e.g., dams and
power plants), which alarms civil
society organizations (CSOs) because,
historically speaking, these kinds of
projects produce the worst impacts
on the environment and communities.
Even when it talks of public-private
sector partnership, the Bank shows bias
for private sector participation in the
economic development of client
countries.

Over the years, the ADB has
demonstrated a strong incapacity to
enforce even its own environmental
and social policies to the projects it
funds. Moreover, it is blind to the
ineptness of the borrowing countries
to facilitate and manage the projects
due to poor governance and the
absence of competent national
regulatory frameworks and agencies.
These neglects on the part of the Bank
result in the worsening of life
conditions in the Asian region. Local

communities are alone to face the
hazards of environmental degradation
and the huge debt burden that the
poor countries have to reckon with.
Poverty continues to blight the
regional landscape.

The Asian Development Bank attempted
to lessen the social and environmental
impacts of unsuccessful projects by
creating and implementing Safeguard
Policies. In a recently conducted
Special Evaluation Study (SES) of the
Operation Evaluation Department
(OED), both on Environment and
Involuntary Resettlement Safeguards of
the ADB, it was revealed that the Bank’s
practices are way below the
international standards for best
practices and reasonable expectations.
Since the implementation of Safeguard
Policies (on Environment, Involuntary
Resettlement and Indigenous People),
the number of affected areas, people
and communities have dramatically
increased rather than decreased.

To better illustrate the impact of the
devastation, several ADB disaster
projects can be mentioned:

The Melamchi Water Supply Project
(MWSP) in Nepal – A US$120-million ADB
loan to a project to divert 170 million
liters of water per day from Melamchi
river to Kathmandu through a 26.5
kilometer tunnel. It was revealed that
the project will only benefit the richest
five percent of the population.
Because of the controversies that

surround the project and the
dissatisfaction over its progress,
partners like the World Bank, the
Swedish International Development
Agency and Norwegian Agency for
Development have withdrawn their
support. It was also said that the
construction of the tunnel in the
mountains will cause irreparable
damage to the environment.

The Southern Transport
Development Project (STDP) in Sri
Lanka – A US$90-million worth road
project which aimed to spur economic
growth in the southern region of Sri
Lanka and help lessen traffic and
accidents on the coastal road. In
contrast, the aims are all but empty
promises to the local communities in
the area. The 128-km road project only
caused harassment and displacement
of countless families, destroyed
thousands of hectares of paddy fields
and home gardens which resulted in
the destruction of sustainable
livelihood, making the people
dependent on the market. It also
blocked many of the waterways which
led to the flooding in major parts of
the region.

The Marinduque Mining Project in
the Philippines – A US$40-million worth
mining project which promised 30,000
tons of run-of-mine output per day but
only delivered a series of environmental
mining-related disasters such as
Calancan Bay becoming a dumpsite for
mine tailings, the Tapian pit explosion
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spilling 1.6 million liters of highly toxic
wastes into the Boac River and other
nearby rivers. These environmental
toxic wastes killed the rivers instantly.
Also, people residing in the area,
mostly children, experienced serious
health problems like skin diseases and
tumors which were attributed to heavy
metal poisoning.

All these ADB-funded projects promised
economic bliss and growth for the
people and local communities but they
ended up being victimized by the
environmental hazards caused by the
projects.

Currently, ADB is in the process of
completing the Safeguard Policies
Update until November 2007. Within
the timeframe, the Board is expected
to review the final policy paper and
conduct both internal and external
consultations. Civil society
organizations are expressing their
concern over the process because of
the possibility that the update might
weaken the safeguard policies by
adopting “country systems”, and
thereby lead to the ADB being less
accountable for its interventions and
projects. The CSOs have reason to
believe that the current update is
being done to help ADB’s
competitiveness vis-à-vis development
lending institutions and export credit
agencies (ECAs) in the region that do
not require borrowers to comply with
rigid safeguard policies.

In addition, ADB’s Energy Policy Review
is also taking place this year. As
expected, the CSOs have pointed out
that assigning the task of doing the
policy review and recommending
strategies to only one energy expert
limits the opportunity to consider and
more substantially integrate civil
society proposals

Moreover, the CSOs have expressed
concern for more transparency and
the need to ensure real, participatory
consultation processes around this
review.

The ADB observes its 40th year of
existence this year. It is time to demand
a real audit of the Bank’s 40 years of
operations in the region, and of the
economic, social, environmental
impact of its policies and projects on
the lives of people, and their
communities and countries’
economies.

If ADB wants the elimination of poverty
and the birth of real development, then
it should start with the crafting of
people-oriented policies that comply
with international human rights and
labor and environmental laws,
conventions and norms, implement
socially, environmentally and
economically just projects, and
establish strong accountability
mechanisms to ensure compliance and
to deal with grievances. But first and
foremost, the ADB needs to listen
constantly to the voices of the people.

Ana Maria R. Nemenzo
International Convenor
NGO Forum on ADB

“If ADB wants the elimination of
poverty and the birth of real
development, then it should start
with the crafting of people-
oriented policies...”
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Year 2006 marked the final phase of
the transition of NGO Forum on ADB
from an NGO Working Group to an
international network. FORUM staff
had a very busy year. FORUM
organized its strategy meeting in
April 2006 in Hyderabad to obtain
members’ opinion, identify regional
requirements, and make necessary
changes to the FORUM structure.

The People’s Forum against ADB,
which was held during the 39th Asian
Development Bank’s Annual
Governors Meeting in Hyderabad,
India, was able to gather over four
thousand people together to lobby
ADB to stop its harmful behavior in
many projects and policy
interventions in the Asia and the
Pacific. This event has the full
backing of NGO Forum.

The FORUM Secretariat, together
with FORUM members, heavily
engaged with the ADB in its policy
reviews on Water and Safeguard
Policies (i.e Environment, Indigenous
People’s and Resettlement policies).
The publications produced by FORUM,

Executive Director’s Statement

specifically the new case studies
written by FORUM partner
organizations, generally received
positive feedback from the network
as well as a number of ADB officers
and staff.

The ADB institutional analysis
conducted by the FORUM Secretariat
with the support of Oxfam America
and Oxfam Australia, last year, helped
us learn how the Bank is changing its
internal structures and policies to
save its dwindling business.

Faced with a number of limitations,
FORUM achieved majority of its
targets last year given the ambitious
plans. However, some of its planned
activities were delayed or postponed.
FORUM’s capacity building activities
and internship program that started
in 2005 are now well placed in FORUM
activities.

FORUM was able to regain its status
among the civil society groups in the
advocacy arena. Its involvement in
the Water Policy Review and AGM
parallel activities of the Peoples’

Forum against ADB were remarkable
in this regard.

The achievement in information
sharing through the release of
guidebooks and special publications
on the safeguard violations and the
new layout of the Quarterly
Newsletter and other publicity
materials has been the product of the
Secretariat’s hard work and
dedication.

We are happy to see the growing
interest to join FORUM activities.
The nature of FORUM as a loose
network allows interested CSO’s and
individuals to join the network and
contribute to its thrust. In general,
FORUM had a very successful year
with regard to networking and
expansion of the FORUM Network. It
has expanded to Europe and India.
We are happy to note that many new
groups have joined the policy
campaigns on the ADB Safeguard
Policies and Water Policy.

Certain FORUM members have played
a very important role which
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contributed to this success.  We had
a very good support during the
Peoples’ Forum held in May 2006. We
truly appreciate the support of Ravi
Rebapragada of SAMATA and his
team, and of other Indian
organizations.

NGO Forum on ADB was able to
achieve most of its targets.
However, some of its planned
activities were delayed due to
inadequate staff positions at that
time. FORUM filled the Information
and Communication, and Advocacy
and Campaign Coordinator positions
this year. The changes in the ADB
timelines in certain policy reviews
also affected the achievement of
some targets.  Further, the
Secretariat was in a dilemma on
certain issues until FORUM conducted
its Strategy Meeting in April 2006.

FORUM has become financially
capable to conduct most of its
planned programs in year 2006.
While it continues its Mekong

Program initiated with the support of
Oxfam America, FORUM has been
able to initiate a new program in
Central Asian countries with the
support of Open Society Institute and
Oxfam NOVIB.

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation and
Ford Foundation have been very
generous in supporting majority of
FORUM’s programs and its core
funding. 11.11.11 Coalition, Oxfam
Australia, Global Green Grant,
Christian Aid, Both Ends and Action
Aid Asia’s financial contributions to
FORUM’s project support are truly
appreciated. FORUM has received
significant responses to its funding
requests especially during the
Hyderabad activities.

We are grateful to all the local
communities, network,
international, regional and local
organizations and individuals (friends
and allies), and financial partners
who continuously trust and support
NGO Forum on ADB.

Hemantha Withanage
Quezon City, Philippines
February 28, 2007

“FORUM was able to regain its
status among the civil society
groups in the advocacy arena...
We are happy to note that many
new groups have joined the
policy campaigns on the ADB
Safeguard Policies and Water
Policy.”
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Annual Report 2006

The initial phase of the NGO Forum on
ADB (i.e NGO Working Group on ADB),
was first established in 1991 to monitor
the Asian Development Bank’s project,
policies and programs. Although the
civil society had a program on
monitoring the IMF and World Bank,
there was no such mechanism at that
time. The NGO Working Group on ADB
initiated by the Philippine- and non-
Philippine NGOs, with the support of
Environmental Policy Institute, now
Friends of the Earth USA, filled this
vacuum.

The new FORUM structure was formally
established in 2001 under the Philippine

About NGO Forum on ADB

law after going though a long transition
period. Under the new structure, sub-
regional working groups have been
formed that include the regions of
Central Asia, Mekong, Pacific, South
Asia and Southeast Asia. FORUM also
has members from Europe, Japan,
Australia and the United States that
play the donor role in the Asian
Development Bank.

The sub-regional working groups elect
their respective representatives to the
International Committee (IC) which
provides the long-term direction of the
network. The Manila-based Secretariat
coordinates the day-to-day activities

of the network. The Forum annual
meeting (FAM) is the highest decision-
making body. At present, FORUM has
over 500 member organizations and
individuals.

FORUM adheres to the principle of
transparency, accountability and
participatory decision-making. FORUM
is in solidarity with community
struggles against development finances
that lead to debt trap. FORUM
supports struggles against violations of
the Safeguards and the rights of the
people.  FORUM works towards social
and environmental justice, and good
governance.

Corporate information

Date of incorporation:
May 28, 2001

Auditor:
Redor and Emerson Co.

Official Address:
FORUM Secretariat, 85A, Masikap
Expension, Diliman, Quezon City 1101,
Philippines
Tel: +632 436 1858
Fax: +632 921 4412
Email: Secretariat@forum-adb.org
Website: www.forum-adb.org

Former international convenors:
Takahiro Nanri – Japan, 1997-2001
Hemantha Withanage - Sri Lanka, 2001-2003
Gopal Shiwakoti – Nepal, 2003-2006

Present Convenor:
Ana Maria Nemenzo – Philippines

Treasurer:
Gururaja Budhaya - India

Secretary:
Attorney Honorata O. VictoriaVision of ADB campaigners a decade ago.

(Source:  Elizabeth Pua-Villamor and Melinda Mae Ocampo, ed. “NGO-PO Campaign
Manual on the ADB for Beginners,” NGO Working Group on the ADB, October 1996)
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NGO Campaigns on the ADB: An Overview
1988 The Asian NGO Coalition (ANGOC) and Environmental Policy Institute (Now Friends of 

the Earth–US) entered into a partnership to address MDB-related issues, focusing on 
the Asian Development Bank (ADB). 
 

1989-1991 NGOs started to attend ADB Annual Board Meetings (Beijing-1989; New Delhi, 1990; 
Vancouver, 1991) 
 

1992 At the ADB Annual Meeting in Hong Kong, NGO delegates agreed to create the NGO 
Working Group on ADB, with a secretariat based in Manila. Members include: ANGOC, 
Legal Rights and Natural Resources Center (LRC, now FOE- Philippines), Philippine 
Rural Reconstruction Movement (PRRM) and Freedom from Debt Coalition (FDC). A 
Manila-based Greenpeace staff also sat with the NGO Working Group. An Information 
and Liaison Office was set up at LRC. 
 

1994  1st NGO Regional Consultation on ADB Policies and Issues. NGOs agreed to say “No to 
General Capital Increase (GCI),” or the doubling of ADB’s capitalization sought from 
Donor Members, after an NGO assessment of the Bank’s draft policies and problematic 
projects in the region. NGO delegates presented a letter to then ADB President Mitsuo 
Sato at the Annual Meeting in Nice, France. 
 

1995-1996 NGO critiqued the draft ADB Policies on Information Disclosure, Involuntary 
Resettlement, Energy, Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries, Women, Population, Private 
Sector Strategy and Inspection Function, among others. 
 

1997 NGO Position at the ADB 30th Annual Meeting in Fukuoka, Japan: “Questioning the ADB 
at 30: Myth Vs Reality” 
 

1988-1999 The NGO Working Group was restructured into NGO Forum on ADB with an 
International Committee (IC) and a Manila-based Secretariat. 
 

2000 Peoples’ Forum on ADB: Massive protest organized by Thai groups and social 
movements greeted the ADB Annual Meeting in Chiang Mai, Thailand. 
 

2001 “No Aloha to ADB” protest staged at the ADB Annual Meeting in Hawaii, Honolulu. 
 

2002 NGO Campaign at the ADB Annual Meeting in Shanghai, China. The campaign 
highlighted problematic projects such as the Samut Prakarn Inspection case 
(Thailand), Chasma Right Bank Irrigation Project (Pakistan), Southern Transport 
Development Project (Sri Lanka), Highway 1 Project (Cambodia), Water Privatization 
in Manila (Philippines), and the Melamchi Water Project (Nepal). 
 

2003 The new Accountability Mechanism was adopted by the ADB. FORUM Network played a 
major role in shaping the new mechanism. 
 

2004 Civil society organizations successfully participated in the consultations on the ADB 
Public Communications Policy. The first full trial under the new Accountability 
Mechanism was brought by the affected people of the Southern Transport 
Development Project in Sri Lanka. 
 

2005 For the first time NGOs in Central Asian countries joined the NGO campaign during 
ADB’s 38th AGM held in Istanbul, Turkey. 
 

2006 The People’s Forum against ADB organized a set of parallel events organized during 
the 39th ADB AGM held in Hyderabad, India. Over 4,000 people participated in the 
rally organized by the Indian- and non-Indian civil society organizations. 
 

 

.
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Financial support

We would like to thank our partners for providing financial support to FORUM activities in 2006.

Open Society Institute
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Ana Maria Nemenzo (International
Convenor), Freedom from Debt
Coalition, Philippines

ANA MARIA R.
NEMENZO is a
staunch political
activist and
feminist. She is the
i n c u m b e n t
Convenor of the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Committee of NGO Forum on ADB 2006.

She is also the president of the
Freedom from Debt Coalition (FDC), a
multi-sectoral policy advocacy and
mass-based campaign coalition with
seven chapters and more than 200
organizations throughout the
Philippines. Since its founding in 1988,
the network has focused its work on
the country’s debt problem, budget
and fiscal policies, neo-liberal
globalization policies, particularly
privatization of public utilities (i.e.
power and water), and alternative
economic development strategies.

In addition, she is the founder and
national coordinator of Woman Health
Philippines. From 1999 until March
2002, she held the positions of vice
chairperson for the Basic Sector of the
country’s National Anti-Poverty
Commission (NAPC) and commissioner
for the Women Sector of the NAPC.

Ashraf Al Alam-Tutu, Coastal
Development Partnership, South Asia-
Bangladesh

Ashraf-ul-Alam Tutu
is the coordinator of
C o a s t a l
D e v e l o p m e n t
Partnership (CDP),
engaged in natural
r e s o u r c e
m a n a g e m e n t ,

environmental conservation, and social
rights and good governance issues for

International Committee Members

the sustainable development of the
Southwest Coastal Region of
Bangladesh.

Tutu was a freedom fighter during the
great liberation war  of Bangladesh in
1971. From then on, he has been
actively involved with different
people’s movements. He was engaged
with the people’s movement on issues
such as water logging in Khulna-Jessore
on Commercial Shrimp Faming, saving
the biodiversity of Sundarbans, land
rights and livelihood in 1990.

Since 1996, Tutu has been monitoring
ADB projects  in Bangladesh. Since
December, 2001 he works as the
coordinator of the Bangladesh Chapter
of the Asia Pacific Network of Food
Sovereignty (APNFS). He has authored
more than 20 books and his
publications are widely published in
different international journals.

Gururaja Budhya (Treasurer), Urban
Research Centre, South Asia - India

Gururaja Budhya
joined the FORUM
as a member in
2004. He is the
i n c u m b e n t
Treasurer of
FORUM.  Gururaja
was the team leader

for Urban Governance Group in
Technology Informatics Design
Endeavour (TIDE), Bangalore, India
during 1998–2005. He was also the
coordinator of Paper Forum (1995-1998)
and a conservation core volunteer with
World Wide Fund for Nature-India
(1993-1998). He is the founding member
and the chief functionary of Urban
Research Centre, Bangalore, India. He
has been in the development sector
since 1993 and works on issues such
as environment, governance and
development issues. Presently, he is
pursuing his PhD studies in urban
governance.

Kalia Moldogazieva, Tree of Life Central
Asia - Kyrgyzstan

Kalia completed her
p o s t - g r a d u a t e
course on Human
P h y s i o l o g y
(Aspirantura) in
1980. She is a Ph.D.
candidate of
medical sciences,

Certificate of Highest Certificate’s
Commission, Moscow in 1989.

She began her career as a doctor-
therapist. At present, she works as the
director of Human Development
Center, “Tree of Life.” She is also a
part-time lecturer of the ecology
faculty of Bishkek Humanitarian
University on the subject: Ecological
problems and ecological law in Kyrgyz
Republic. In 2004, she was a member
of National Supervisory Board of Bio-
safety project in KR (UNEP). She was
awarded the laureate of State Premium
of Kyrgyzstan together with eight
other people for scientific work in
August 1998. She was also nominated
for the Goldman Prize for her work on
the Kumtor gold mine 2000.

At present, she engages in monitoring
and advocacy work on Kumtor gold
mine creation and coordination of eco-
safety and advocacy NGO network in
Kyrgyzstan. She also participates in the
promotion of healthy environment, and
promotion of extractive industries
transparency initiative through
network of ecological safety and
advocacy.
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Fabby Tumiwa,  South East Asia -
Indonesia

Fabby Tumiwa is
active in NGO
c a m p a i g n
specializing in
energy technology
and policy, climate
change and

development issues since 1996.

Fabby was the founder and has been
the coordinator since 2003 of the
Working Group on Power Sector
Restructuring (WGPSR). The Jakarta-
based WGPSR is a group of NGOs active
in the advocacy of energy and
environmental issues at the national
level, and privatization of energy
services. Before that, he was the
executive director of Yayasan Gemi
Nastiti (GENI) in Salatiga, Central Java
in 1999-2001.

He has also worked with Pelangi
Institute as energy policy analyst,
Indonesia Climate Action Network
(ICAN) as coordinator, and International
NGO Forum on Indonesia Development
(INFID) as adviser for international
advocacy. He is also a regional board
member of WALHI (FoE Indonesia) in
Central Java. He wrote a number of
books and articles criticizing the role
of international financial institutions
(IFIs) and multilateral development
banks (MDBs) in privatizing energy and
water services, electricity and energy
policies, and climate change issue.

Yuki Tanabe,  Japan Center for a
Sustainable Environment and Society
(JACSES), Japan

Yuki Tanabe is the
current program
coordinator of the
S u s t a i n a b l e
Development and
Aid Program (SDAP)
of JACSES. His work

mainly involves monitoring and
advocacy activities on Japanese ODA
institutions and international
institutions, in which Japan is financing
large amount of money. He is also
involved in investigation and policy
advocacy of problematic projects in
Pakistan, Nepal and Sri Lanka. Yuki has
conducted researches and advocacy
activities on IFI’s policies (e.g. ADB’s
Disclosure Policy and Safeguard
Policies) and destructive projects in
South Asia, including Chashma Project
(Pakistan) and Melamchi Project
(Nepal).

Yuki started his career in the
international NGO environment as a
campaign volunteer for “A Seed Japan”
and participated in the “3rd Session
of the Conference of the Parties to
the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (COP3)”
in 1997. He worked for the World Wide
Fund for Nature (WWF) Japan, working
on the Climate Change Program. He
started working for JACSES in February
2003. He has been a member of the IC
since 2003.

Suranjan Kodithuwakku, Sri Lanka
Green Movement - Sri Lanka

Suranjan is a
founding member
and the chief
organizer of the
Green Movement of
Sri Lanka. The
Green Movement
was founded in 1998

and is now the largest environmental
network in Sri Lanka. It was the leading
organization for the preparation of the
People’s Report on Sustainable
Development formulated by a
consortium of civil society
organizations.

He started environmental activism as
the co-editor of the Citizens’ Report
to the Rio Conference on Environment

and Development in 1992 which was
formulated by a group of civil society
organizations in Sri Lanka. He
subsequently joined the Organization
for the Safeguard of life and
Environment (OSLEN) in 1993.

In addition, he was also a leading
campaigner against the proposed
privatization of the phosphate mine in
Eppawela, Sri Lanka and against the
ADB-funded policy for the privatization
of water resources. He was also the
founding member of the Sri Lankan
Working Group on ADB which became
the Sri Lankan Working Group on Trade
and IFIs. He was also a founding
director of the Centre for
Environmental Justice and currently
the director of the Central
Environment Authority.

Marnix Becking, Both Ends, Nether-
lands

Marnix served the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Committee until
December 2006 as
the representative
of the Both Ends, a
Netherlands-based
a d v o c a c y

organization. He is an expert in the
environmental field and especially on
the Environmental Impact Assessment.
He is also an expert on the water
sector.
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Hemantha Withanage
Executive Director

Hemantha Withanage has been the
Executive Director since April 2005.
Previously, he was the elected
international convenor of FORUM for
the period 2001-2003. Hemantha held
the Executive Director and the Senior
Environmental Scientist positions of the
Environmental Foundation, Sri Lanka
until December 2003. He founded the
Centre for Environmental Justice and
the Sri Lankan Working Group on Trade
and IFIs in 2004. He has more than 15
years of experience in NGO work in
the areas of development work, and
networking in local and international
field.

Charity Cantillo-dela Torre,
Administrative and Finance Coordinator

Charity Cantillo-dela Torre is the
Administrative and Finance Coordinator.
She has almost twenty years of
experience in social development
work. She was part of GABRIELA, an
umbrella organization of women’s
groups from different sectors, from
1991 to 1993. She worked with
Kanlungan Center Foundation, Inc., a
migrant crisis center, from 1993 to
2000. She finally joined FORUM on July
2003.

FORUM Secretariat Staff Profile

Ronald Masayda,
Campaign and Advocacy Coordinator

Ronald Masayda is the Campaign and
Advocacy Coordinator. He joined
FORUM in June 2006. Ronald D. Masayda
has co-written two guidebooks for the
NGO Forum on ADB, Inc. apart from
documenting the 2003 FORUM Annual
Meeting. Previously, he worked as
public information and media relations
officer at the Philippine Senate and
the Philippine Tourism Authority, as well
as senior account manager in a number
of public relations firm. He had a short
stint at Kyodo News Service – Manila
Bureau as a field correspondent.

Roberto “Romil” Hernandez,
Information and Communication
Coordinator

Romil Hernandez is the Information and
Communication Coordinator. He joined
FORUM in February 2006. Romil has
previously worked as an advocacy
officer for a non-governmental
organization in the Philippines which
promotes participatory good
governance. He worked closely with
local communities, farmers, fisherfolks
and indigenous peoples in building
strategies for their issues. He has also
advocated on the issues of the local
communities with local government
units, national agencies, and congress.

He has done policy work with local
organizations on agrarian reform issues
in the Philippines.

Patricia Rodulfa,
Executive Assistant

Patricia Rodulfa joined NGO Forum on
ADB in 2004. As the Executive Assistant,
she oversees the day-to-day
transactions of FORUM. She also
backstops in the distribution of
publication to FORUM’s network
members.

Arturo “Boy” Nuera,
Research and Publication Coordinator

Arturo Nuera, the Research and
Publications Coordinator has twenty
years of experience in NGO work, in
the areas of research and publications,
capacity-building program (training,
workshops and seminars), coalition-
building and networking. Boy left
FORUM in January 2007 as the Capacity
Building Coordinator

Angela “Abby” E. Don
Research and Publication Coordinator

Angela Don is the newly-hired Research
and Publications Coordinator. She has
fifteen years of experience in
development work. She used to work
in a church-led institution and was
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part of the evaluation team that
assessed projects and programs worthy
of funding. She has also worked in a
non-government entity for almost a
decade. She has also worked closely
with the basic sectors, especially
peasants and fisherfolks. In the past,
Ms. Don has co-authored trainers’ and
operations manual on cooperatives and
rural finance institutions. Angela joined
the FORUM secretariat in February
2007.   

Elaissa Marina Mendoza
Capacity Building Officer

Elaissa Marina Mendoza is the new
Capacity Building Coordinator. She is a
former teacher in Psychology at the
University of the Philippines (UP) -

Diliman. She was a graduate student in
Psychology and has completed her
coursework on this also from UP. She
has worked in women’s and health
NGOs for several years as well. She is
likewise a researcher and has done a
number of studies relating to her
advocacies. Elaissa joined FORUM
Secretariat in February 2007.

Maya Eraliava,
Central Asia Desk Officer

Maya joined NGO Forum on ADB as the
Central Asia Coordinator in March 2007.
She has previously worked with the
International Center “Interbilim” in
Kyrgyz Republic. Maya completed her
higher education from the Department
of International Relations; Kyrgyz

National State University in 2001. She
joined “Interbilim,” a non-
governmental organization, as a
coordinator of voluntary work. She also
worked at the National Commission of
the Kyrgyz Republic for UNESCO and
International Center “Interbilim” as the
assistant coordinator of the project for
the promotion of fair and transparent
elections in Kyrgyzstan. Also at the
International Center “Interbilim,” she
has worked as an assistant program
coordinator. Maya will closely work
with the Central Asian civil society
organizations monitoring ADB projects
and conduct FORUM’s capacity-
building program in the region.

The FORUM Secretariat (from L-R): Abby Don, Lai Mendoza, Romil Hernandez, Hemantha Withanage, Lala Cantillo,
Ronald Masayda and Patti Rodulfa
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January • 17-20  January, International  Committee Meeting Hyderabad, India 
• 15-16 January, Pre-Annual General Meeting Conference, Hyderabad, India 
• ADB skillsharing co-organized by NGO Forum on ADB and Water Aid Bangladesh 
 

February • Published “ADB’s Footprint in South Asia” Guidebook 
• 15 February-15 March, Mekong Intern 
• Hired the new Information and Communication Coordinator 
• Re-printing of Running Dry 
 

March • Launching of “Running Dry” report with the Jubilee South and Friends of the Earth 
International in Mexico 

• 14-23 March, co-organized the session on “Water and Sanitation, the Asian 
Experience” with Fresh Water Action Network at the “4th World Water Forum” in 
Mexico 

• Skillsharing in Bangladesh entitled, “Proposal for Capacity Building of Grassroots 
Organizers, Activities on ADB Projects and Policies,” organized with the Coastal 
Development Partnership in Khulna, Bangladesh 

• Printing of two posters with the theme, “No to Displacements” 
• Printing of stickers 
• March 23-April 3 Skillsharing in Siam Reap, Cambodia and Changmai, Thailand 
• Published NGO Forum on ADB’s Annual Report 
 

April • Published Bankwatch Vol. 5 Issue 1 
• Published “ADB & Central Asia” Guidebook 
• Published India Briefing papers (nine) 
• 25-27 April International Committee Meeting, Hyderabad, India 
• 28-30 April FORUM strategy meeting and FORUM Annual Meeting in Hyderabad, India 
 

May • 2-6 May People’s Forum against the Asian Development Bank, Hyderabad, India; a 
parallel event to the 39th ADB Annual Governor’s Meeting 

 
June • June 7- July 8, Intern Mekong ( Vietnam) 

• Printed ADB Toolkit in Khmer version 
 

July • Printed ADB Toolkit in Thai version 
• Published Bankwatch Vol. 5 Issue 2 
• Hired the new Advocacy and Campaign Coordinator 
 

August • August 8 – September 8, Central Asia internship, two Interns from Uzbekistan and 
Azerbaijan  

 
September • 6-8  September, ERI’s Mekong School, “Understanding the ADB Building a Case, 

Running a Campaign Mills” 
• 14-17 September, International Peoples’ Forum vs the IMF and WB in Batam, 

Indonesia 
• 18-21 September, 2nd Regional Policy Formulation on Social Environmental Impacts of 

Economic Corridors 
• Published Development Debacles (Briefers on ADB’s Safeguard Violations) 
• Published Snapshots of ADB Disasters 
• 27-29 September, MRBM Partner’s Forum on Advocacy, (Oxfam America), Thailand 
 

October  • October 19 - November 11 Kyrgyzstan Intern 
• 17-19 October Staff Strategy Meeting in Davao, Philippines 
• 25-27 Skillsharing in Vietnam 
 

November • 17-19 November Conference organized by the Asia Pacific Alliance 
• 12-20 November Skillsharing in Kyrgyzstan  
• 25-28 November Asian Solidarity against Industrial Aquaculture meeting Training, 

Thailand 
• Published of Bankwatch Vol. 5, Issue 3 
 

December • Published Untold Realities (new case studies on ADB’s Safeguards Violations) 
• 1-2 December International Committee Meeting, Bangkok, Thailand 
• 3-5 December Safeguard Conference, Bangkok, Thailand 
• Published Advocacy Guide to ADB EIA Requirements (EIA) 
 

 

Calendar of  Activities
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The Asian Development Bank
celebrated its 39th Anniversary in 2006.
According to the ADB Institutional
Analysis by the NGO Forum on ADB, the
Bank is going through internal
structural and policy changes as a
solution to its business crisis faced in
the previous years. In 2005, the ADB
was able to recover from financial
losses by increasing the delivery of
loans through short project cycles.

However, this move has compromised
the quality of ADB-funded projects.
Studies conducted by the ADB
Operation Evaluation Department in
2006, under the ADB Safeguard Policy
review, show that the ADB Safeguard
Policy implementations were not
satisfactory. The studies revealed that
since 1994, 1.77 million people have
been displaced due to those projects.
Furthermore, these reports reveal that
ADB’s environmental impact assessment
process is below the acceptable
standards.

Its on-going Safeguard Policy update
process that started in 2005 shows that
the ADB is not transparent in their

ADB Monitoring at a Glance

business in the Safeguard Policy
update. Similarly, the ADB observes a
non-transparent process in its Energy
Policy review. This is in contrast with
its more open review process
conducted on the Public
Communication Policy and the
Accountability Mechanism.

Meanwhile, our experience in ADB
monitoring shows that the ADB has
improved its access to information with
the new Public Communication Policy
adopted in April 2005.

2006 was not a very productive year
for the ADB Accountability Mechanism.
While Compliance Review Mechanism
projected a very successful monitoring
report on the Southern Transport
Development Project in Sri Lanka, the
ADB failed to implement the
recommendations made in 2005
regarding this project. OSPF did not
play an important role in 2006.

The ADB doubled its investments in the
water sector and it also unveiled a
project to include integrated river
basin management (IWRM) in 25 rivers

in Asia per the recommendations of the
Panel in 2005. However, many civil
society organizations involved in the
Water Policy implementation review
process expressed their dissatisfaction
on the Panel’s report.

The ADB started its Energy Policy review
in 2006. However, according to
sources, it would be a policy statement
rather than a policy review. Sources
revealed that the ADB was considering
more clean energy project but without
due respect to the Kyoto protocol. The
Bank’s effort to explore sources of
clean coal was a result of the pressure
and criticisms raised by CSOs on ADB-
funded dirty coal projects.

During the AGM in 2006, the ADB
revealed that they would be more
involved in Regional Corporation in the
future. Towards this direction, the ADB
readjusted its so-called economic
regions.

Stop Funding Climate Change. Mr. Bindu Lohani, Director General of the Regional & Sustainable Development Department, looks at the
balloon hovering over the main entrance of the ADB Headquarters in Manila during a demonstration led by Greenpeace in December 2006.
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During the Asian Development Bank’s
39th Annual Meeting in May 2006,
parallel activities were organized by
FORUM member groups and Indian civil
society organizations. The People’s
Forum supported travel and
accommodation of around 950 activists
for four to five days in Hyderabad. The
parallel activities included plenary
sessions on Displacement, Reclaiming
Democracy Forum for People’s
representatives and Militarization; a
rally with the participation of over
4,000 people; a documentary film
festival; “Only Victims,” an event
organized by Bank Information Center;
and a discussion on Water and Power
Privatizations which was organized by
Jubilee South and NGO Forum on ADB.

Most of the staff of FORUM assisted in
mobilizing Indian- and non-Indian
organizations towards this event. It was
successful in accomplishing this task
with the support of many organizations,
funding agencies and individuals. Since
September 2005, FORUM is actively

ADB AGM 2006 and People’s Forum against ADB

involved in this process. FORUM
provided funding support for the
Indian-based meetings held in
September 2005 and December 2005,
regional pre-planning meeting held in
January 2006, and partly funded the
events in May 2006.

In the last FAM, FORUM came up with
three media briefers. These briefers
dealt with three ADB projects, namely:
Southern Transport Development
Project (Sri Lanka), Forest Plantation
Project (Laos) and the Metropolitan
Water Works and Sewerage System
(Philippines). The briefers were part of
the media kit which was distributed to
local and international media
practitioners.

FORUM applied the Inside-Outside
approach during the Hyderabad AGM.
However, FORUM members were
disappointed with the turnout of the
meeting with the ADB president. He
was heavily guarded by the Indian
Police and seemed to project

indifference on the issues raised.
During the dialogue, Greenpeace
advocates handed over a bowl of coal
to the ADB president as a symbol of
protest on the Bank’s involvement in
Mae Moh Coal Power Plant in Thailand.

In the week-long AGM, there were
parallel activities which FORUM co-
organized with the People’s Forum
against the ADB. Press conferences and
plenary on certain issues on
displacement and impact of IFIs on
power and privatization were
conducted. There were also people’s
demonstrations despite pressures and
restrictions imposed by the Indian
police, such as a designated place for
demonstration, oddly away from the
AGM venues, and cancellation of
certain events unilaterally decided by
the Indian police. These impositions,
however, backfired as it only brought
to the fore the significant issues
surrounding the ADB and its funded
projects.

People march in the streets of Hyderabad City led by the People’s Forum against ADB during the 39th AGM in India.
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In April 2006, NGO Forum on ADB
conducted a three-day strategy
session in Hyderabad. Over ninety
participants attended the session.
FORUM used open space technology
to obtain various views of the diverse
member groups.

The group unanimously agreed that
FORUM’s vision, mission and objectives
are still relevant and valid.  It was
suggested though that there are
different ways of engaging.

Engagement: The group agreed that it
is important that FORUM engage on its
own terms based on its critique and
institutional analysis and should not fall
into the traps of ADB’s rhetoric.
Direction should always be taken from
the grassroots – if communities request
FORUM to engage with the ADB, it
should do so; if they decide on a non-
engagement strategy, FORUM should
support this. It was agreed that as a
principle, FORUM should always uphold
national sovereignty and at the same
time hold governments accountable for
the protection/promotion of people’s
welfare.

FORUM Strategy Meeting 2006

Institutional/Organizational Set-up: It
was agreed that FORUM need to scan
the issues and concern of network
members and structure FORUM’s work
around these issues and concerns.
Also, the FAM agreed that it is
important to do the following:
establishment of a members’ database,
enhancement of the members’
perspective, and improvement of the
networking skills, among others.

Orientation of Member Organizations:
The following steps were also suggested
to improve the membership of the
network: define constituent member
organizations; develop a code of
conduct for members; develop
understanding between and among
members about their respective fields
of work, focus and activities;
categorization according to nature of
work, specialization and frequency;
bringing of consensus on the ‘program’
agenda; and involvement of members
according to their needs, interests,
capacity or specialization in
implementing the ‘program’.

Involving those interested in the outer
world: It was suggested that FORUM
has to identify individuals, activists,
academics, NGOs and peoples’
movement to join the network;
encourage its members for their active
participation in its programs; familiarize
members on the ongoing programs of
the network; assess the extent of
involvement of members according to
their needs, interests, capacity or
specialization.

International Committee: It was agreed
that the International Committee
should be composed of nine (9)
members. Regional representation is
ensured in the composition of the IC
which determines the active regions
that are ready to be represented.
Based on the current situation, it is
suggested that the IC members should
be comprised of: South Asia (3);
Philippines (1); SEA/Pacific (1); Japan
(1); Central Asia (1); non-regional donor
country (1); and the Executive
Director as an ex-officio member.

During the strategy meeting in Hyderabad, the FAM made use of open spaces technology. Left: Ana Maria Nemenzo presides over the
discussion on th IC and membership issues. Right: Another small group discusses the possibility of an International Tribunal on the ADB.
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Membership: Explore the possibility of
having individual membership. It is also
suggested that as a formal basis for
membership, members must be willing
to commit to and sign a Declaration of
Principles. It is suggested that it would
be drafted by the Secretariat with the
IC, and in consultation with the existing
members of FORUM.

Secretariat: It was agreed that the
Secretariat shall continue to provide
information on the ADB and FORUM
activities through the general listserv.
For special campaigns and based on
updated profile of members, the
Secretariat may set up specific listservs
such as on safeguards and water.

The group also agreed that since it is
a loose network, membership fee at
this point is not necessary. Instead
members will sign a declaration. Active
membership will determine the
representation of the regions in the
IC. On vacant positions, FAM will
determine the need to revise the
number and regional composition of
the IC based on active membership in
the region and needs. It was also
suggested that IC should come up with
its set of guidelines in determining the
rules of conduct of its members.

Capability Building: There is a need
to understand the framework of
country development plans; look into
the Country Strategy and Programs of
the ADB; assess the inroads of the ADB
into the country’s terrain (i.e. policy
impact, restructuring national
institutions and conditionalities);
monitor the annual plans and their
implementation by the country and the
ADB; specifically monitor the ADB-
funded projects; and Guide project-
affected communities and CSOs in
monitoring projects.

Capacity Building of Grassroot Partners
in Monitoring the ADB: FORUM should
understand the issues and the NGOs
intervening at the local and national
level; upgrade or enhance the
knowledge on IFIs to make them
incorporated in their focus; plan joint
actions; and translate information into
local languages.

Campaigns and Advocacy: FORUM
should support community resistance;
program campaign possibilities for
specific countries through country
scanning, development of annual
monitoring plans, and promotion of
public consultations/participation;

forge alliance with other groups.
Specifically, FORUM should defend and
advance the Safeguard Policies, and
continue its campaign on power,
extractive industry and water.

Suggested Strategies: The FAM
suggested that FORUM should conduct
capacity-building of grassroots groups;
build alliance with other networks;
come up with alternatives without the
IFIs; and understand private sector.
operations and ADB’s involvement in it.

Suggested Platforms/Themes: External
audit of ADB money; corruption; debt
cancellation; International Tribunal on
the ADB; and power, water and
extractive industries

International Tribunal on the ADB: The
FAM agreed to have a plan to organize
an International Tribunal on the ADB.
It was agreed to set up a mechanism
that would provide venues for
discussion where people will be given
an opportunity to articulate their
views and criticism on the ADB. A group
will be formed to come up with a
proposal on this which will be
discussed in the next FAM.

Isagani Serrano leads one of the groups discussing FORUM’s strategy on the ongoing Safeguard Policy update. FORUM held a Safe-
guard Conference in December 2006 in Bangkok, Thailand.
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Capacity Building

Forum’s Capacity building program
includes an internship program and
skillsharing. From November 2005 to
February 2006, a student from Australia
studying the Greater Mekong
Subregion underwent the internship
program. FORUM also had interns
coming from Cambodia (February-
March), Vietnam (June-July),
Azerbaijan and Uzbekistan (August–
September) and Kyrgyzstan (October-
November). The interns were able to
produce a brief research paper and/
or briefing paper on their respective
countries.

FORUM conducted two skillsharing in
January and April. These were
organized by the WaterAid Bangladesh
and Coastal Development Partnership
in Khulna, Bangladesh. In Mekong
Region, FORUM accomplished four (4)
skillsharing, two (2) in Cambodia (Siem
Reap), another two (2) in Thailand
(Chiang Mai and Mae Sot) and in Hanoi,
Vietnam. In Cambodia and Vietnam, the
participants represented different
organizations and affected
communities. In Thailand, majority of
the participants came from NGOs in
Chiang Mai and Mae Sot. These NGOs
are monitoring and servicing Burmese
exiles. Another skillsharing was held in
Kyrgyzstan attended by different
organizations from the host country,
Kazakhstan and Tajikistan.

Capacity Building for FORUM Staff is a
continuous activity. As practiced, the
staff participate in conferences and
trainings. These are venues to enhance
the staff’s capacity. In fact, FORUM
staff attended the Hyderabad events.

Engaging ADB Policy Reviews

Safeguard Policy Review
The ADB Safeguard Policy update was
a controversial matter in 2006, in that
it was not transparent compared with
the previous policy review processes.

FORUM Programs

Although the review started in
November 2005, the ADB changed its
plans to finish the review in May 2007
allowing the ADB Operation Evaluation
Department to conduct studies of the
implementation of these three policies.

FORUM managed to conduct a
workshop during the International
Forum against the World Bank-IMF held
in Batam, Indonesia in September 2006.
FORUM also conducted an
international conference on the
Safeguards update in December 2006
to discuss and strategize the FORUM
members’ approach in this policy
review.

FORUM managed to release briefers on
ten ADB projects, namely: Southern
Transport Development Project (Sri
Lanka); Nucleus Agro-Enterprises
Project (Papua New Guinea); Industrial
Tree Plantation Project (Laos);
Melamchi Water Supply Project (Nepal);
Chasma Right Bank Irrigation Project
(Nepal); Masinloc Thermal Power
Project and Marinduque Mining
Project (Philippines); Mae Moh Coal
Power Plant (Thailand); and Tonle Sap
(Cambodia) in a publication entitled,
“Development Debacles.”

FORUM also published a collection of
new case studies entitled, “Untold
Realities,” in September 2006. The case
studies were conducted by FORUM
member groups from India, Bangladesh,
Laos, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. FORUM
member groups, as well as
international Advocacy organizations
such as Bank Information Center,
Environmental Defense, International
Accountability Project and Oxfam
Australia, also took the lead in the
process.

Water Policy Review
The implementation review of the ADB
Water Policy started in 2005. The ADB
appointed a review panel to undertake
the consultation process. Taking a
different process, the ADB policy was
not redrafted. After a consultative

process, the Panel published its report
but made few recommendations.

The book “Running Dry” is a critical
policy review on the ADB Water Policy.
This was the product of the “Regional
Conference on ADB Water Policy” held
on 13-15 November 2005 in Manila,
Philippines. The book is a synthesis of
eight case studies from Bangladesh,
Cambodia, Indonesia, India, Nepal,
Pakistan, Philippines and Sri Lanka
focusing on the impact of ADB-funded
water projects on communities,
people and environment, among
others. “Running Dry” also served as
the synthesis report of CSOs to the
Implementation Review of the ADB
Water Policy.

Energy Policy
The  ADB Energy Policy has been
undergoing a review since 2006. This
was a result of the Greenpeace lobby
before and during the ADB AGM in
Hyderabad. However, this will only
produce a policy statement and will
not necessarily be treated as a policy
review. The ADB is following a very rapid
process. The discussion paper will
come out in February 2007 and the
consultation process will end before
the AGM 2007. The policy statement
will be ready by June 2007 according
to ADB officials.

FORUM is in consultation with the
Greenpeace and other groups to
produce case studies of the ADB
Energy policy.

World Water Forum

Among other activities, FORUM joined
the “4th World Water Forum” held in
March 2006 in Mexico. FORUM
facilitated two sessions both inside and
outside events.

In the civil society events held outside
the official forum, FORUM, together
with the Friends of the Earth
International and Jubilee South APMDD,
launched the book “Running Dry.”
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Running Dry is a synthesis report on
the case studies and the discussion
conference organized by the NGO
Forum and Jubilee South APMDD in
November 2005.

FORUM, together with the Freshwater
Action Network (FAN), co-sponsored
the FAN Asia session which brought
four success stories in water and
sanitation sectors that gave alternative
models for water financing. ADB staff
was invited in this session.

Advocacy on Local Issues

Despite staff limitations (under staff),
FORUM continue to assist groups
campaigning on the Southern Transport
Development Project in Sri Lanka,
Melamchi Project in Nepal, Chasma
Right Bank Irrigation Project in
Pakistan, Power Trade Agreement
Project in Tajikistan and Uzbekistan,
Tanguhh Gas Project and Community
Empowerment and Rehabilitation
Project in Indonesia, Small Hydro
Development Projects in North East
India, Karnataka Urban Water Supply

Project in India and Khulna-Jessore
Tidal River Management Project in
Bangladesh.

FORUM provides assistance such as
collecting information from ADB staff
and sharing them with the people,
letter-writing and lobbying at the ADB,
and mobilizing other advocacy groups.

Concrete gains have been noted in the
area of advocacy. The controversial
issues surrounding the rehabilitation
project in South Kalimantan, Indonesia,
was raised before the ADB’s Special
Project Facilitator and involved parties
mutually agreed to address these
concerns. Further, the Power Trade
agreement between Uzbekistan and
Tajikistan was also cancelled due to
public oppositions.

Policy Research

ADB Institutional Analysis
With the assistance of Oxfam America
and Oxfam Australia, FORUM assigned
two seasoned writers to conduct an
institutional analysis on the ADB to

learn the new developments in the ADB
under its new initiatives. The report
was completed in April 2006. However,
it needs final editing before it could
be made publicly available.

Dirty Money from Europe
The creation of this paper was the
result of the growing demands to
unfold Europe’s role in the ADB. This
paper attempted to trace the European
money (from bilateral and multilateral
institutions) that went to the ADB.  The
same paper was presented by Forum’s
Executive Director in his trip to Europe
in October last year.

Publications

Guidebooks
In this period, FORUM produced three
Guidebooks:

1. ADB and Dams;
2. ADB’s Footprint in South Asia; and
3. ADB and Central Asia.

FORUM membes who attended the FAM and strategy meeting on 28-30 April 2006 in NISIET, Hyderabad, India.
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Bankwatch
FORUM also published three issues of
Bankwatch in April, June and
November. The November issue has a
new look with a four-color cover
design.

Briefing papers
NGO Forum on ADB was able to produce
nine briefing papers from the
suggestions of organizations that were
present during the pre-AGM Planning
stage in September 2005 in preparation
for the ADB-AGM in Hyderabad in May
this year. The following are the topics/
title of the briefing papers:

1. Buying Power: ADB and the Indian
Power Sector;

2. The Business of Good Governance:
A Peek into the Good Governance
Policy of the ADB;

3. ADB: Cure or Malady? A look into
ADB involvement in the India health
Sector;

4. Trading Community Rights: The
Implications of IFI-sanctioned
Trade Policies;

5. Paving the Way: For Development
or Disempowerment? A look into
the ADB and India’s infrastructure
environment;

6. Discarding Pro-People
Development: ADB and the rights
of Indigenous Peoples (IPs);

7. Labor Pains: Quandary in India’s
Labor Sector;

8. Water War: ADB’s Water Projects
in India; and

9. Impregnable Entitlement: India’s
Clamor for Genuine Women’s
Empowerment.

Special Publications
FORUM also published the following
special publications related to the ADB
Safeguard Policy review:

1. Snapshots of ADB Disasters;
2. Development Debacles: A Look into

ADB’s Involvement in Environmental
Degradation, Involuntary

Resettlement and Violation of
Indigenous Peoples’ Rights; and

3. Untold Realities: How the ADB
Safeguards Have Been Violated in
Bangladesh, India, Lao PDR and
Pakistan.

Stickers and Posters
FORUM printed three stickers and two
posters. In April 2006, FORUM released
two posters on its campaign against the
weakening of ADB Safeguards Policy
and displacement of communities in the
sites of ADB-funded project. The
posters were also distributed to
network members during the FORUM
Annual Meeting (FAM) 2006 in
Hyderabad, India. Such were posted
in different places and public buses in
Hyderabad during the FAM and ADB
Annual Governors’ Meeting week.

FORUM also came up with three kinds
of stickers. The themes were as
follows: “Respect Indigenous Rights”;
“Stop Destructive Development”; and
“No to Weak Safeguards.” The stickers
were distributed in Hyderabad, and
were given to local and international
media practitioners covering the ADB
AGM and participants to the
mobilization against the ADB on 6 May
2006.

Information and Communication

The FORUM Secretariat is working
towards better information sharing
with its partner members on the ADB’s
policies, updates, projects and
decisions.  FORUM’s information-
clearing house role is one of the major
roles since its establishment. Other
than the FORUM website, it maintains
several listservs for constant discussion
of the joint actions and strategies, and
early warning.

FORUM website www.forum-adb.org
contained all FORUM publications and
project information. It has documents
since 2001.

FORUM has five existing listservs. The
forumonadb@yahoogroups.com was
started in August 2001. As of June 2006,
the listserv has a total of 513 members.
The forumonadb listserv includes all the
members of the network.

The adbsafeguards@yahoogroups.com
was created in June 2005 to strategize
the involvement of the network in the
Safeguard Policy review. It has around
70 members as of June 2006.

The icforum@yahoogroups.com was
started in January 2003. It was created
to facilitate communications among
Forum’s IC members.

The adbwater@yahoogroups.com was
created in June 2005 to serve as a
distribution list for FORUM members
working on the water policy of the
ADB.

The adbagm@yahoogroups.com was
created in October 2005. It is a venue
to discuss the engagement of FORUM
in the ADB AGM.

Library and Resources Center

FORUM maintains a library. It houses
reference materials from the ADB,
network members and other external
organizations. At present, inventory of
collected books has already been
started. The Secretariat is also working
on making a list of the collection of
books/documents available in the
internet. This will make network
members abreast of the available
materials in the library. This is part of
the knowledge-building/sharing efforts
of Forum.

Network Development, Partnership
and Institutional Building

FORUM is closely working with the
Philippine Working Group on ADB which
include more than ten Philippine-
based organizations. The Philippine
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The new FORUM website was designed by the FORUM staff

Working Group played a very crucial
role during the water conference and
review in 2005. FORUM also consults
the Philippine Working Group on the
review of the Safeguards and Energy
Policy.

The European Working Group on ADB
initiated in 2003 towards the 37th ADB
AGM was formed in 2005. The second
meeting was organized by the 11.11.11
Coalition in Belgium last October 2006.
The European NGO groups have been
actively participating in the ADB
Safeguards review process.

FORUM’s network was expanded in
India and other South Asian countries
with parallel activities organized during
the ADB’s 39th Annual General Meeting
held in Hyderabad in 2006.

FORUM’s Network has also expanded
in Central Asia, with Bank’s new project
in the region. Now, FORUM has member
groups from Uzbekistan, Tajikistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, and
Armenia.

In 2006, the FORUM Secretariat was
involved in the policy advocacy
processes in partnership with
international advocacy groups such as
Bank Information Center (BIC), Oxfam
Australia, International Accountability
Project (IAP), Environmental Defense,
Freshwater Action Network (FAN),
Japan Centre for a Sustainable
Environment and Society (JACSES),
Friends of the Earth International,
Jubilee South, Freedom from Debt
Coalition (FDC), Mekong Watch,
Environmental Law Alliance World Wide,
and Greenpeace.

FORUM conducted its training
programs in partnership with Water Aid-
Bangladesh, Coastal Development
Partnership-Bangladesh, RDSC-Vietnam,
NGO Forum Cambodia, Fisheries Action
Coalition Team-Cambodia, Tree of Life-
Kyrgyzstan, American Bureau of Human
Rights and Rule on Law- Kyrgyzstan, and
Earth Rights International-Chiang Mai
in 2006.

Institutional Building

The FORUM Secretariat filled its
Information and Communication
Coordinator position in February 2006,
while the Advocacy and Campaign
Coordinator position was filled in mid-
July. FORUM conducted its staff
strategy meeting in November 2006.
FORUM took the steps to include
gender consideration in its staff
positions.

The FORUM Secretariat also started a
process for conducting a gender
analysis for the FORUM network. This
activity is scheduled for the first
quarter of 2007. As suggested in the
FORUM Strategy Meeting held in
Hyderabad, FORUM should start
strengthen its capacity building
program, specifically for the local
network members (those on the
ground). FORUM also took the initiative
to re-establish its regional programs by
organizing regional strategy meetings
which is scheduled for the first quarter
of 2007.
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Audit Statement
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FORUM is an Asian-led network of civil society organizations that monitors the ADB’s policies and projects since 1992, and
lobby against its destructive development projects and socially unacceptable policies. FORUM advocates the ADB towards
better public participation, access to information, good governance, and social and environmental justice in its activities.

FORUM is a venue for the exchange of information, learning and lobbying experience of its partner organizations. FORUM
also serves as a venue for solidarity with the struggles of project affected local peoples and indigenous communities.

FORUM is a loose network. There are FORUM members and affiliates in Philippines, Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia, Cambodia,
Vietnam, China, Burma, India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nepal, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan,
Azerbaijan, Armenia, Papua New Guinea, United States, Japan, Australia, the Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, Norway and
United Kingdom.

The FORUM Secretariat does not accept funds or any other grants from the Asian Development Bank.


